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“LOSS OF THE KENT. 


Our readers no doubt recollect the affecting narrative 
which was published in many of the papers last Spring, of 
the loss of the Kent, an East India ship, by Fire in the 
Bay of Biscay. A more particular account written by 
an Officer on board at the time, has lately been published 
at Edinburgh, in asmall volume. We copy from the Lon- 
don Christian Observer the following notice of this little 
work. 


“The Kent, Capt. Henry Cobb, a fine new ship of 
1350 tons, bound to Bengal and China, left the Downs 
on the 19th February, with 20 officers, 344 soldiers, 
43 women, and 66 children belonging to the 3lst 
regiment; with 20 private passengers, and a crew 
{including officers) of 148 men, on board.” 

‘“‘With a fine fresh breeze from the north-east, 
the stately Kent, in bearing down the channel, spee- 
dily passed many a well-known spot on the coast, 
dear to our remembrance; and on the evening of the 
23d, we took our last view of happy England, and 
entered the wide Atlantic, without the expectation of 
again sceing land until we reached the shores of In- 
dia. 

.“* With slight interruptions of bad weather, we con- 

‘tinued to make way until the night of Monday the 
26th, when we were suddenly arrested in lat. 47 deg. 
30 min. long. 10 deg. by a violent gale from the 
south-west, which gradually increased during the whole 
of the following morning.”’ 

“ The activity of the officers and seamen of the 
Kent appeared to keep ample pace with that of the 
gale. Our larger sails were speedily taken in, or 
closely reefed ; and about 10 o’clo:k on the morning 
of the Ist of March, after having st. uck our top-gallant 
vards, we were lying-to, undera triple-reefed main- 
topsail only, with our dead lights in, and with the whole 
watch of soldiers attached to the life-lines, that were 
run along the deck for this purpose. The rolling of 
the ship, which was vastly increased by a dead weight 
of some hundred tons of shot and shells that formed a 
part of its lading, became so great about half-past 
eleven or twelve o'clock, that our main chains were 
thrown by every lurch considerably under water ; and 

, the best cleated articles of furniture im the cabins and 
the cuddy were dashed about with so much noise and 
violence, as to excite the liveliest apprehensions of 
individual danger. 

“It was a little before this period that one of the 
officers of the ship, with the well-meant intention of 
ascertaining that all was fast below, descended with 
two of the sailors into the hold, where they carried 
with them, for safety, a light in the patent lantern ; 
and seeing that the lamp burned dimly, the officer 
took the precaution to hand it up to the orlop deck to 
be trimmed. Having afterwards discovered one of 
the spirit casks to be adrift, he sent the sailors for 
some billets of wood to secure it; but the ship in their 
absence having wade a heavy lurch, the officer unfor- 
tunately dropped the light; and letting go lrts hold ef 
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the cask in his eagerness to recover the lantern, it 
suddenly stove, and the spirits communicating with 
the lamp, the whole place was instantly in a blaze.” 
pp. 4—7. 

Every possible effort was instantly made to 
repress the flames ; but this being found im- 
practicable, Captain Cobb directed the lower 
decks to be scuttled, and the lower ports to be 
opened so as to admit a free passage of the 
waves into the vessel. The immense body of 
water thus introduced into the hold. checked 
the flames, but the danger of sinking now be- 
came imminent; and it seemed doubtful by 
which of the two instruments of destruction the 
unhappy company of human beings congrega- 
ted in the vessel would perish: that they must 
perish by the one or the other, appeared inev- 
itable. 

The scene of horror which now presented 
itself is described as follows by the highly 
respectable and pious author, whose medes- 
ty has prevented his putting his name to his 
narrative : but if any of our readers in perusing 
it should be surprised, that, while the merits of 
various other individuals on this trying occa- 
sion are so warmly eulogized, those of Major 
M’Gregor, which are known to have been high- 
ly praiseworthy, are wholly passed over, and 
should be inclined to suspect the cause, we 
take the liberty of informing them that their 
conjecture is well founded. But to proceed 
with our extract: 

‘‘The upper deck was covered with between six 
and seven hundred human beings; many of whom; 
from previous seasickness, were forced, on the first 
alarm, to flee from below in a state of absolute na- 
kedness, and were now running about in quest of 
husbands, children, or parents. While some, were 
standing in silent resignation, or in stupid insensibil- 
ity to their impending fate, others were yielding 
themselves up to the most frantic despair. Some on 
their knees were earnestly imploring, with significant 
gesticulations and in noisy supplications, the mercy 
of Him, whose arm, they exclaimed, was at length 
out-stretched to smite them; others were to be seen 
hastily crossing themselves, and performing the vari- 
ous external acts required by their peculiar persua- 
sion; while a number of the older and more stout- 
hearted soldiers and sailors, sullenly took their seats 
directly over the magazine, hoping, as they stated, 
that by means of the explosion which they every in- 
stant expected, a speedier termination might thereby’ 
be put to their sufferings. Several of the soldier 
wives aed children, who had fled for tewporary shel- 
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ter into the after-cabins on the upper decks, were en- 
gaged in prayer and in reading the Scriptdres with 
the ladies, some of whom were enabled, with wonder- 
ful self-possession, to offer to others those spiritual 
consolations, which a firm and intelligent trust in the 
Redeemer of the world appeared at this awful hour 
to impart to their own breasts. The dignified deport- 
ment of two young ladies, in particular, formed a 
specimen of natural streugth of mind, finely modified 
by Christian feeling, that failed not to attract the no- 


tice and admiration of ev ery one who had an oppor- | 


tunity of witnessing it. 

“One young gentleman, of whose promising tal- 
ents and piety I dare not now make farther mention, 
having calmly asked me my opinion respecting the 
state of the ship, I told him that I thought we should 
be prepared to sleep that night in eternity; and I 
shall never forget the peculiar fervour with which he 
replied, as he pressed my band in his, ‘ My heart is 
filled with the peace of God;’ adding, ‘ vet, though 
I know it is foolish, I dread exceedingly the last 
struggle.’ 

‘Amongst the numerous objects that struck my 
observation at this period, I was much aficcted with 
the appearance and conduct of some of the dear chil- 
dren, who, quite unconscious in the cuddy cabins, 
the perils that surrounded them, continued to play 
as usual with their little toys in bed, or to put the 
most innocent and unseasonable questions to those 
around them. To some of the older children, who 
seemed fully alive to the reality of the danger, I whis- 
pered, Now is the time to put in practice the in- 
structions you used to receive at the Regimental 
School, and to think of that Saviour of whom you 
have heard so much: they replied, as the tears ran 
down their cheeks, ‘ O, sir, we are trying to remem- 
ber them; and we are praying to God.’ 

“The passive condition to which we were all re- 
duced, by the total failure of our most strenuous ex- 
ertion, while it was well calculated, and probably de- 
signed to convince us afterwards, that our deliver- 
ance was effected, not ‘by our own might or power, 
but by the Spirit ofthe Lord,’ afforded us ample room 
atthe moment for deep and awful reflection, which, it 
is tobe earnestly wished, may have been improved, 
as well by those who were eventually saved, as by 
those who perished.” pp. 9—12. 


Tt is not often that we have an opportunity of 
learning from competent sources of information, 
the moral and spiritual phenomena of a scene 
like this. Few persons in such a situation 
could sufficiently calm their minds amidst 
their individual danger and individual duties, 
to notice the minute varieties of so terrific a 
scene. Our author’s calmness clearly arose 
from that source which alone can give true re- 

ose inthe hour of expected death, an _habit- 

val and well-grounded hope of a blessed iminor- 
tality, through the merits of the Redeemer, 
accompanied by that “ peace with God *which 
follows upon being “ justified by faith,” and 
proved to be solid by the scriptural fruits of a 
renewed and regenerate heart. ‘Thus suppor- 
ted himself, it was our author’s privilege at 
this solemn hour to have been enabled to warn 
and comfort others; and we would humbly 
trust that his pious efforts, and those of oth- 
ers like minded among his fellow-sufferers may 
have left a deep and salutary impression on 
the minds of many—would we could hope of 
all !—who were mercifully permitted to survive 
the catastrophe. May the perusal also.of these 
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pages call to their recollection, and renew up- 
on their hearts, those holy resolutions of ded- 
icating themselves, should they be spared, to 
the service of their Almiglity Deliverer ; whiclr 
doubtless in some, if not many, instances were 
formed during those awful moments of sus- 
pense. Nor will the narrative be lost wpon the 
public at large, if, while it adds another most 
impressive illustration to the solemn truth, that 
‘in the midst of life we are it death,” it leads 
its readers seriously to ask, “Of whom may 
we seek for succour, but of thee, QO Lord, who 
for our sins art justly displeased f°” 

The experience of Major Macgregor on this 
fearful occasion, corresponds with what we 
believe is the melancholy testimony of most 
clergymen and others who are in the habit of 
visiting the beds of the sick and dying’, that the 

vast majority of mankind live in habits of in- 
difference or practical scepticism, which render 
them wholly thoughtless or careless respecting 
eternity. 

“T should apprehend that a large majority of 
those men, whose previous atiention has never been 
tsirly and fully directed to the great subject of reli- 
gion. approach the gates of death, it may be, with so- 
lemnity, or with terror, but without any definable ox 
tangible conviction of the fact that, ‘ after death com- 
eth the judgment.’ Several there were, indeed, who 
vowed in loud and piteous cries, that if the Lord God 
would spare their lives, they world thenceforward 
dedicate all their powers to his service: and not a few 
were heard to exclaim, in the bitterness of remorse, 
that the judgments of the Most High were justly 
poured out upon them, for their neglected Sabbaths, 
and their profligate or profane lives; but the num- 
ber of those was extremely small, who appeared to 
dwell either with lively hope or dread on the view of 
an opeving eternity. And as a farther evidence 01 
the truth of this observation, | may mention, that 


when [I afterwards had occasion to mount the miz- 
en shrouds, I there met with a young man, who had 


brought me a letter of introduction trom our excel- 
lent friend Dr. G n, to whom I felt it my duty, 





while we were rocking on the mast, quietly to pro- 
pose the great question, ‘What must we do to be 
saved!’ and this young gentleman has since infor- 
med Mr. P. that though he was at that moment tul- 
ly persuaded of the certainty of immediate death, 
yet the subject of eternity, in any form, had not once 
flashed upon his mind, previously to my conversa- 
tion.” pp. 13, 14. 


Most unexpectedly and providentially asmall 
brig was discovered at a distance, which prov- 
ed to be the Cambria, of 200 tons burden, 
bound for Vera Cruz, having on board twenty 
or thirty Cornish miners, and other agents of 
the Anglo-Mexican Company, commanded by 
Captain Cook, with a ship’s company of only 
eleven men. The length of time the Kent 
had been burning, the tremendous sea that 
was running, the extreme smallness of the 
Cambria, and the immense number of human 
beings to be rescued, rendered it very improb- 
able that many could be saved; but by the 
great exertions and good conduct of all par- 
ties, the majority of the crew of the Kent ex- 








‘cepted, no less than five hundred and filty- 
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seven persons escaped. The perilous circum- 
stances which attended the rescue occupy the 
chief part of the narrative. The women and 
children were first put into the boats; next 
followed the various classes of men on board ; 
the officers themselves remaining to the last, 
and preserving order to a degree not to have 
been heped for, but which materially facilita- 
ted the perilous operation, and was the means 
of saving many lives. The rescue of the first 
boat-full is thus described :— 


‘‘ Arrangements having been considerately made 
by Captain Cobb for placing in the first boat, pre- 
vious to letting it down, all the ladies, and as ma- 
wy of the seldiers’ wives as it could safely contain, 
they hurriedly wrapt themselves up im whatever ar- 
ticles of clothing could be most conveniently found; 
and [ think about two, or half-past two o'clock, a most 
mournful precession advanced from the after-cabins 
to the starboard cuddy-port, outside of which the cut- 
ter was suspended. Scarcely a word was uttered 
—not a scream was heard—even the infants ceased 
to cry, as if conscious of the unspoken aad uuspeak- 
able anguish that was at that imstant rending the 
hearts of their parting parents—nor was the sileace 
of voices in any way broken, except in one or two 
cases, where the ladies plaintively entreated permis- 
sion to be left behind with their husbands. But on 
being assured that every moment's delay might occa- 
sion the sacrifice of a human lite, they successively 
suffered themselves to be torn from the tender em- 
brace, and with the fertitade which never fails to char- 
acterise and adorn their sex on occasions of over- 
whelming trial, were placed, wifhout a murmur, in 
the boat, which was tmimediately lowered into a sea 
so tempestuous as to leave us only ‘ to hope against 
hope’ that it should live in it for a single momeut.— 
Twice the cry was heard from those on the chains 
that the boat was Swamping. But Ile who euabled the 
Apostle Peter to walk on the face of the deep, and 
was graciously attending to the sileut but earnest } 
aspirations of those on board, had decreed its safety. 
The tackle, after considerable difficulty, was unhook- 
ed—the boat was dextereusly cleared from the ship, 
and after a while was seen from the poop, battling 
with the billows ;—now raised, in its progress to the 
brig, like a speck on their summit, and then disap- 
pearing fer several seconds, as if engulfed ‘in the 
horrid vale, betweenthem. The Cambria having pru- 
dently laia to at some distance from the Kent, lest she 
should be invoived ia her explosion, or exposed to 
the fre from our guns, which, being all shotted, af- 
terwards went off as the flames successively reached 
them, the men had a considerable way to row; and 
the success of this first experiment seeming to be the 
measure of our future hopes, the movements of this 
precious boat—incalculably precious, without doubt, 
to the agonized husbands and fathers immediately 
connected with it—were watched with intense anxi 
cty by all on board. In the course of twenty min- 
utes, it was seen alongside the ‘ark of refuge ;’ and 
the first human being that happened to be admitted, 
out of the vast assemblege that ultimately found shel- 
ter there, was the infantson of Major Macgregor, a 
child of only a few weeks eld, who was caught from 
his mother’s arins, and lifted into the brig by Mr. 
Thomson, the fourth mate of the Kent. 

‘“‘T have been told by one abundantly enpable of 
judging, that the feelings of oppressive delight, grat- 
itude, and praise, experienced by the married offi- 
cers aud soldiers, on being assured of the safety of 
their wives and children, so entirely abstracted their 
minds frem their own situation, as to render them 
for a little while afterwards totally insensible either 
tothe storm that beat upon them, or to the active 
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and gathering volcano that threatened every instant to 
explode under their feet.’’ pp. 17-20. 


The perils of the remainder were far greater, 
as the boats could not again come alongside 
the Kent, and the women and children were 
obliged to be lowered by ropes from the stern, 
and were often plunged repeatediy under water 
before they could be dropped into the boat. 
None of the women ultimately perished under 
this dangerous operation; but great numbers 
of the younger children were drowned. Many 
affecting proofs occurred of parental and filial 
affection which shed a momentary brightness 
round the gloomy scene. 


“Two or three soldiers to relieve, their wives of 
a part of their families, sprang into the water witb 
their children, ‘and perished in their endeavours to 
save them. One young lady, who had resolutely re- 
fused to quit ber father, whose sense of duty kept 
him at his post, was near falling a sacrifice to her 
filial devotion, not having been picked up by those 
in the boats until she had sunk five or six times. An- 
other individual, who was reduced to the frightful 
alternative of losing his wife or his children, hastily 
decided ia favour of his duty to the former. His 
wife was accordingly saved; but his four children, 
alas! were left to perish. A fine fellow, a soldier, 
who had neither wife nor child of his own, but who 
evinced the greatest solicitude for the safety of those 
of others, insisted on having three children lashed to 
him, with whom he plunged into the water: not be- 
ing able to reach the boat, he was again drawn into 
the ship, with his charge, but not before two of the 
children had expired.” pp. 21, 22. 


We throw together two opposite ttaits of 
selfishness and generosity, as illustrative of the 
anomalies of the human heart. 


“Three out of the six boats we originally posses- 
sed were either completely stove or swamped in the 
course of the day, one of them with men in it; some 
of whom were seen floating in the water for a mo- 
ment before they disappeared; and it is suspected 
that one or two of those who went down, must have 
sunk uoder the weight of their spoils, the same indi- 
viduals having beeu seen eagerly plundering the cud- 
dy cabins.” p. 24. 

“Towards evening, when the melancholy groupes 
who were passively seated on the poop, exhausted by 
previous fatigue, anxiety, and fasting, were beginning 
to experience the pain of intolerable thirst, a box of or- 
anges was accidentally discovered bysome of the men, 
who, with a degree of mingled consideration, respect, 
and affection, that could hardly have been expected at 
such a moment, refused to partake of the grateful 
beverage until they had offered a share of it to their 
officers.”” p. 27. 

We pass by our author’s testimony to the 
ability and presence of mind of Colonel Fea- 
ron of the 31st regiment ; Who, under the com- 
plicated anxiety of a commander, a husband, 
and a father, inspired composure and fortitude 
in all around him; in order to give the follow- 
ing passage respecting our author’s own sensa- 
tions in the immediate prospect of eternity.— 
Let our readers contrast the feelings with which 
this pious and “ gallant” officer gazed on that 
setting sun which appeared about to be his last, 
with the celebrated deathbed scene of Rousseau. 


“ Open the window,” said that unhappy man 
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to his wife, in his expiring hours, “ that I may 
see the verdant meadows once more. How 
beautiful is nature! How wonderful is yon 
splendid orb! [the sun was setting at the mo- 
ment in all its glory on the Lake of Geneva ;] 
behold its glorious light! The Deity summons 
me! How delightful is death toa man who is 
unconscious of a crime! [On which point 
consult, passim, his own infamous “ Confes- 
sions.”] O God, I surrender to thee my soul, 
pure as it came out of thy hands; crown it 
with thy heavenly bliss.”—Now let us see a 
truly Christian contrast under far more appal- 
ling external circumstances. 


‘Some of the soldiers near me having casually re- 
marked that the sun was setting, 1 Jooked round, and 
never can I forget the intensity, with which I regar- 
ded his declining rays. I had previously felt deeply 
impressed with the conviction that that night the 
ocean was to be my bed; and had, | imagined, suf- 
ficiently realized to my mind, both the last struggles 
and the consequences of death. But as I continued 
solemnly watching the departing beams of the sun, 
the thought that that was really the very last I should 
ever behold, gradually expanded into reflections, the 
most tremendous in their import—lIt was not, | am 
persuaded, either the retrospect of a most unprofitable 
life, or the direct fear of death or of judgment that 
eceupied my mind at the period I allude to; but a 
broad illimitable view of eternity itself, altogether 
abstracted from the misery or felicity that flows 
through it,—a sort of painless, pleasureless, sleepless 
eternity. I know not whither the overwhelming 
thought would have hurried me, had I not speedily 
seized, as with the grasp of death, on some of those 
sweet promises of the Gospel, which give to an im- 
mortal existence its only charms; and that naturally 
enough led back my thoughts, by means of the bril- 
liant object before me, to the contemplation of that 
blessed ‘ city, which hath no need of the sun, neither 
of the moon to shine in it; for the glory of God doth 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.’ 

“T have been the more particular in recording my 
precise feelings at the period in question, because 
they tend to confirm an opinion which I have long en- 
tertained,—in common, I believe, with yourself and 
others,—that we very rarely realize even thase objects 
that seem, im our every-day speculations, to be the 
most interesting to our hearts. We are so much in 
the habit of uttering the awful words—Almighty, 
heaven, hell, eternity, divine justice, holiness, X&c. 
without attaching to them, in all their magnitude, the 
ideas of which such words are the symbols, that we 
become overwhelmed with much of the astonishment 
that accompanies a new and alarming discovery, if, 
at any time, the ideas themselves are suddenly and 
forcibly impressed upon us; and it is probably this 
vagueness of conception, experienced even by those 
whose minds are not altogether unexercised on the 
subject of religion, that enables others, devoid of all 
reflection whatever, to stand on the very brink of 
that precipice which divides the world of time from 
the regions of eternity, not only with apparent, but 
frequently, [ am persuaded, with real tranquillity. 
How much is it to be lamented, that we do not keep 
in mindatruth which noone can pretend to dispute, 
that our indifference or blindness to danger, whether 
it be temporal or eternal, cannot possibly remove or 
diminish the extent of it.” pp. 29—31. 


We subjoin the following graphic delinea- 
tion, for the sake ef the memento which it 
suggests to the reader to be habitually prepared 


; ‘ 
fur that great and solemn change which cannot 








be far distant from any, and which may be 
much nigher than in the hour of health and 
vivacity usually appears probable. Whether 
on jand or at sea, how soon may all our earthly 
plans and projects be effectually and for ever 
put an end to, when we least think it; and 
“the place that knew us, know us no more!” 


“Some time after the shades of night had envel- 
oped us, I descended to the cuddy,in quest of a blan- 
ket to shelter me from the increasing cold; and the 
scene of desolation that there presented itself, was me- 
lancholy in the extreme. The place which, only a few 
short hours before, had been the seat of kindly inter- 
course, and of social gaiecty, was now entirely de- 
serted, save by a few miserable wretches, who were 
either stretched in irrecoverable intoxication on the 
floor, or prowling about, like beasts of prey, in search 
of plunder. The sofas, drawers, and other articles of 
furniture, the due arrangement of. which had cost so 
much thought and pains, were now broken,into a thou- 
sand pieces, and scattered in confusion around me. 
Some of the geese and other poultry, escaped from 
their confinement, were cackling in the euddy ; while 
a solitary pig, wandering from its stye in the fore- 
castle, was ranging at large in undisturbed posses- 
sion of the Brussels carpet that covered one of the 
cabins, Glad to retire from a scene so cheerless and 
afiecting, and rendered more dismal by the smoke 
which was oozing up from below, I returned to the 
poop, where [ again found Captain Cobb, Colonel 
Fearon, and the few officers that remained, superin- 
tending with unabated zeal, the removal of the rap- 
idly diminishing sufferers, as the boats successively 
arrived to carry them off.” pp. 31, 32. 

The interval of nearly three quarters of an 
hour which elapsed between each trip of the 
boat, and during which nothing could be done 
but to remain tranquil, and “ see the salvation 
of God,” was a truly fearful pause, especially 
to those who still remained on board when the 
shades of evening began to advance. On one 
of these occasions, an officer was entreated by 
his companions in danger to pray with them, 
and his prayer was frequently interrupted by 
exclamations of assent to some of its confessions 
on the part of the afflicted auditors. Similar 
acts of devotion seem to have been solemnly 
conducted during the whole of these intervals ; 
and the effect was very striking in the order 
and composure which they secured in the most 
perilous moments. The author assures his 
readers, that if any persons should be disposed 
to despise, as unsoldierlike or contemptible, 
these humble exercises of devotion, there were 
no indications of ridicule even by the most 
profligate among those who were the subjects 
of this awful visitation. 

Captain Cobb was the last person to quit 
the vessel, with the exception of a few individ- 
uals either intoxicated or struck powerless with 
apprehension and dismay, and who could not 
by the most earnest entreaties, be persuaded to 
risk the perilous plunge into the boat. Ofthese, 
however, fourteen were picked up by another 
vessel, the Caroline, Captain Bibbey, three 
having perished. The officers had only just 


preceded Captain Cobb, beginning with the 
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juniors, the superiors remaining to the last. 

The vessel was seen to blow up at half-past 
one in the morning. 

_ We must pass over the scene of hope and 
fear, of joy and sorrow, which in the mean 
time was occurring on board the Cambria, as 
the successive parties arrived ; the meeting of 
husbands and wives, parents and children, 
friends and companions, or the fatal intelli- 
gence of the separation of these and all other 
human ties by the stroke of death.—We shal! 
only state, that after great fatigue and suffering, 
and no slight peril from the over-crowded state 
of the ship—600 men, women, and children on 
board a brig of 200 tons, and several hundred 
miles from any accessible port,—the Cainbria 
arrived in safety at Falmouth; where the 
whole party were received with a truly humane 
and charitable assiduity which reflects the 
greatest honour upon the inhabitants. Ne la- 
bour or expense was spared to supply their 
necessities and promote their comiort; and 
the author utters a warm eflusion of gratitude 
in particular for the strenuous efforts made 
by the members of the Society of Friends on 
the occasion. On the first Sunday after their 
arrival, Colonel Fearon, and his officers and 
men, with Captain Cobb, his officers and pri- 
vate passengers, repaired to the temple of God 
to pour out their thanksgivings for their great 
and providential deliverance. Indeed, from 
lirst tovlast, there is more ef a religious spirit 
mixed up with the events of the narrative than 
we remember to have read of in any similar 
catastrophe. In particular, the , letters of grati- 
tude from the officers of the 31st regiment 
and the private passengers to Captain Cook 
and Captain Cobb; Colonel Fearon’s letter 
on behalf of himself and officers to the Fal- 
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united in testifying their admiration and grat- 
itude for the highly honourable conduct of 
Captain Cook, his passengers, and crew ; and 
various pecuniary and other rewards have been 
conferred upon them. ‘Their best reward is 
the pleasing consciousness of the signal bene- 
fits which they have been the instruments 
in the hands of God of conferring upon their 
fellow-creatures. 


——- 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 


“ Is it proper to admit persons, as Teachers in 
our Sunday Schools, who do not give any evidence 


3 


of an experimental acquaintance with religion ? 

We copy from the Sunday School Magazine the fol- 
lowing discussion of this question before the Philadeiphia 
Association of Teachers. The importance of the sub- 
ject will be an apology for its length. 


The opener first remarked, as a general pyinci- 
ple, that nothing could justify any practice not 
founded on correct principles. He thought that 
in this case the association with the irreligious was 
contrary to the wordvf God, which should be our 
only guide. 

In the work of Sunday School teaching, there 
were three objects that had struck his mind as ne- 
cessary to be attended to: viz. first, teaching the 
children to read ; second, to understand the scrip- 
tures ; and third, to practice its precepts. The 
first he thought of little importance comparatively, 
and considered in itself, as little less than a breach 
of the Sabbath: the second was entitled to more 
regard, ivasmuch as it involved certain qualifica- 
tions, Which an imexperienced teacher, does not 
possess ; would it be wise to employ an inexperi- 
enced mechanic to finish an elegant piece of 
work ? How much more absurd, for an inexperi- 
enced teacher to undertake to explain the ever- 
lasting truths of the Bible. The last he thought 
of the greatest importance ; a teacher, if he would 
honestly enforce the truths of the Gospel, must 


mouth Committee ; and Captain Cook’s reply ; feel its influence and importance; he must be 


are marked by a strain of truly Christian sen- 
timent, incomparably more scriptural and 
affecting than the usual common-places on such 
occasions. ‘The coldest heart, the most scep- 
tical mind, could not indeed fail to have paid 
some passing acknowledgment to “ Divine 
Providence” fer such a deliverance ; but we 
are pleased at witnessing in~the religious al- 
lusions in al] these communications far more 
than this barren homage ; and if we may take 
these documents as indicative of a widely ex- 
. tended feeling, we have ample reason to be 
grateful to God for the great progress which 
true religion is evidently making, with whatev- 
er painful drawbacks, among all classes of our 
fellow-subjects; and for which, to quote the 
words of Captain Cook, “ we shall not cease 
to offer up our grateful acknowledgments at the 
Throne of Grace.” 

We must not omit to add, in conclusion, 
that the East-India Company, the Comman- 


zealous in the path of duty; he must set a good 
example before his scholars, and above all, he must 
be a praying man; without these qualifications, in 
all probability his labour will be in vain, It may 
Le seen then that the irreligious man does not pos- 
sess the qualifications necessary ; he may teach 
others to read accurately, but how can he fulfil the 
practical and more important duties connected 
with his station? even a child might put a qutes- 
tion to him that he could not answer. 

He acknowledged that good had been done by 
unregenerate ministers, as well as others, but this 
could not justify their employment in a wayk so 
important. If their principles are not correct, he 
supposed the evil overbalanced the good. He kuew 
of a Sunday school conducted by females, re 
markable for zeal and piety : they were persuaded 
to admit persons as teachers who were not profes- 
sors of religion ; the consequence was an linmedi- 
ate decline ; and the schoo! has lost its former in- 
teresting character. On the whole be thought 
that Christians ought to set their faces against such 
associations. 

A Teacher was not aware that the discussion of 





der-in-Chief, and other public bodies, have 


this question came on this evening and therefore 
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was unprepared to Say mueh on the subject, though 
he must dissent from some of the Opener’s views. 
Ee considered the Bible of such a nature as to re- 
commend itself tothe understanding of any one 
who will look into its contents: it is so plain that 
he who runs may read. Men of sober and moral 
habits may acquire as correct a knowledge of the 
doctrines of the Bible as those who feel its influ- 
ence. A Sunday school teacher of this character 
(and no other except professors would be adimit- 
ted) might be able to teach the truths of the Bible 
as correctly as he who is spiritually enlightened ; 
but he would not rest the matter here ; be had the 
authority of a great apostle for saying that we 
should rejoice in the spread of divine truth by all 
means. Jesus Christ himself sent forth his disci 

ples to preach, and we may suppose that Judas 
wasamong them. He thought we should not re- 
fuse to admit any person to be a teacher who 
would not disgrace the cause. 

The third speaker remarked that God often 
brings good out of evil, but this would not justify 
the doing of evil. He thought it impossible for a 
person, not experimentally acquainted with reli- 
gion to fulfil the duties of a Sunday school teacher. 

The Opener replied that this question was not 
to be considered as one of inere speculation, it was 
a matter which rested on higher ground. The 
word of truth declares that there should be no fel- 
lowship between light and darkness, Christ and 
Belial. Certainly we ought not to rejoice in the 
engagedness of men of corrupt minds in so impor- 
tant a work. 

A Superintendent did not believe we should 
come to any satisfactory conclusion on this sub- 
ject by abstract reasoning, itis one of a practical 
nature. The light which theory might have thrown 
upon it at the commencement of Sabbath schools, 
might bave been of service for a time ; but now it 
is more proper to inquire what ten or filteen years’ 
experience can advance on the subject. 

[t will always be safe, and prudent, to test the 
value of measures of a moral nature, as well as 
the moral state of the heart, by the fruits which 
they produce. Is it right then, Mr. President, to 
admit teachers into our Sabbath schools who have 
no experimental knowledge of religion? [ an 
swer, (said the speaker) in the affirmitive—espe- 
cially if the superintendent who admits them is a 
pious character. But how shall I prove this posi 
tion ? Will good, or evil be the result of such a 
practice? It shall be my present object to show 
that a great amount of good has been already 
done, and a still greater amount may reasonably 
be expected to be accomplished by the employ- 
ment of this class of teachers in Sabbath schools. 

I will leave it for those who support the neya- 
tive side of the question to enumerate the evils 
that have resulted, and are to balance or out- 
weigh the good. [intend to confine my observa- 
tions, principally, to three particulars, viz. First, 
Visible fruits, discovered by observation and expe- 
rience. Second, Plain matters of fact. Third, 
The sanction of the word of God. 

if I understand the brother who took the nega- 
tive side of the question, he maintained that al- 
though good had resulted or might result by em- 
ploying teachers destitute of experimental religion, 
yet the principle was wrong, and to use such 
means Was doing evil that good might come. 
Now, what is the great end all conductors of 
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Sabbath Schools should have in view in prosecu- 
ting their labours? Doubtless it is the communi- 
cation of light to the mind, and the conversion of 
souls, with which is connected the glory of God. 
“The entrance of thy word giveth light ; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple.” Now, Sir, wire 
is prepared to affirm that of all the means that 
God sees fit to own and bless to bring souls into his 
kingdom, Sabbath School instruction and the 
study of the Holy Scriptures do not stand pre-em- 
inent? But are the children which compose the 
schools the only indiv.duals which derive benefit 
by this mode of instruction? If f do not mistake, 
there has been po mention made by those on the 
other side of the question, of unconverted teachers 
receiving benefit from their labours. They have 
not seen fit to make any reply to the fact stated, 
that Ged has converted teachers as well as chii- 
dren! Let us examine, and see, whether in order 
to be instrumental in doing good in this way, we 
must first do evil in the sight of the Lord. “ Not 
every one that saith Lord, Lord, will enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven, but they that do his will.” 
Is it not the will of the Lord that we should nse 
our influence, our example, yea every talent com- 
mitted to usin doing good as we have opportunity ! 
Suppose, within the circle of your acquaintance, 
there are some young persons whose morals, in 
the common acceptation of the term, are correct, 
but have no experimental knowledge of religion— 
the Sabbath to them is a day of ease, and they 
have never been brought to realize how it should 
be spent; and although they reverence and pro- 
fess to believe the Bible, they never felt its truths. 
Lask any Christian, who believes in the use of 
means, if such persons can he persuaded to enter 
as teachers in Sabbath Schools with willing 
minds, whether their situation would not be more 
favourable for receiving reiigions impressions and 
more likely to obtain a blessing than to spend the 
precious hours of Godl’s day in idieness and vain 
conversation? If itis said not, it may with equal 
propriety be said that darkness is better than hght, 
aud that evil communications do not corrupt goad 
manners. But, in this place, I ought to meet an 
objection that was made the last time the subject 
was before us. It was asserted that if we admit 
teachers who have no experimental religion, they 
will stand in the way of others who would be more 
useful—and as a proof of this, a member mention- 
ed his own experience, having entered as a teach- 
er before he had been brought to a knowledge of 
the truth. He soon became tired of tie business, 
and his class tired of him, so that they all left him 
but one, when he thought it time to withdraw him- 
self, and accordingly did. Now, Sir, did he do 
right ? and would he do the same thing agaim 
with his present views? [think not. It would ill 
become a teacher to faint under such discourag- 
ments. No, Sir, he neglected this duty, as he did 
all others, at the time, or performed them with a 
wrong motive, and with a heart at enmity with 
God. But he will tell you now, that instead of 
retaining this enmity and rebellion in his heart for 
twelve months, (at which time he did, it seems, re- 
turn to God and his duty in the same Sabbath 
School) he ought to have submitted immediately, 
and yielded instant and cheerful obedience wheth- 
er he intended it or not. The narrative, in my 
judgment, speaks in favour, instead of diminish- 
ing aught from the affirmative of the question. 
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In the school I superintend, six months ago I 
had ten teachers; four of them did not profess to 
have any experimental knowledge of religion. 
Que of this number, a female, had never been in 
a Sabbath School until invited into this. She did 
not come with a desire or expectation of being 
personally benefited ; but the Lord had gracious 
designs in bringing her there. Her mind had 
been cultivated, and was well informed on many 
swbjects, but was in total darkness with regard io 
the character of God and the plan of salvation as 
revealed in the Bible. Contrary to our expecta- 
tions she soon became a useful teacher, and secur 
ed the attention of an excellent class, Not three 
months had elapsed before her mind became seri- 
ously and solemnly impressed, and for the first 
time in her life she was brought to feel herselfa 
sinner, and her undone condition without a Sav- 
iour. These convictions never ieft ter until she 
was enabled to give the wrost satisfactory evidence 
ofa change of heart. Her duties in the schooi 
have never been oinitted, anda few weeks since 
she was received imo the communion of the 
church. Another of the four mentioned as not 
pious is a young man, who, for diligence and per. 
severance, is not surpassed by any teacher of iny 
acquaintance. He also has recently joined the com- 
munion of the church. 

The speaker then proceeded to show, from state- 
ments in the appendix to the annual report of the 
American Sunday School Union the happy influ- 
ence of Sabbath Schools upon teachers, who, 
since their joiuing them, had been led to seek and 
obtain their own peace with God; but as these 
facts have already appeared in our magazine we 
shall not repeat them. 

It is not wecessary for me to mention in this 
place the precious fruits that resulted, at an early 
period, from the unwearied labours of Joun Banx- 
son, of faithful memory, in the scliovl attached to 
St. Paul’s church. There are some present, I be- 
lieve, who can feel as well as speak on this subject. 

Now, Mr. President, if what has aiready been 
advanced is not sufficient to settle this question, I 
hepe the pages of the late appendix to the report 
will be faithfully examinee ; this [ have been able 
to do but partially: but, I believe there is an unu 
sual number of teachers reported the past year as 
aving been brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, and to join themselves to the Lord’s people ; 
and by what means and ander what circumstances 
has this great moral change passed upon so many 
immortal souls, and the harps of the angelic choir 
been tuned with joy and praise? “ not,” I would 
say in the language of Paul, * not as we be slan- 
derously reported, and as some affirm that we say, 
jet us do evil that good may come ;’.nor coul: 
he readilv believe that it had been accomplished 
by the unhallowed process of joining Christ with 
Belial, blending light with darkness, nor by the 
believers casting in his lot and taking part with an 
infidel, but for this reason, “ even so Father, for 
so it seemed good in thy sight.” Now,I do not 
say that all those who have been enumerated 
were brought to profess their attachment to Clirist 
by means of Sabbath school instructions, but they 
were all Sabbath school teachers at the time 
they joined the communion of tie church, and 
that is sufficient for my purpose. 

I shall pass over the comparison that was drawn 
between Sabbath school teachers and teachers in 
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the church, who go forth: to labour before they are 
sent, or lawfully commissioned. These, and the 
arguments of the present day against lay preach- 
ing, or lay talking, are alike powerful, and require 
more strength of mind to answer them than I pos- 
sess. But, lest it be said I cannot advance Scrip- 
ture testimony in support of my argument, I 
would observe that I have not examined whether 
I have authority direct from Scripture to estab- 
iish Sabbath schools, but it is not wrong to do 
good on the Sabbath-day. It is said, if there first 
be a willing mind, it is accepted, according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that he 
hath not. Now, itis evident there may be a wil- 
ling mind (to do many things good in themselves) 
} without grace in the heart, aud an offering from 
such a mind must be more acceptable to God than 
open transgression. 

I am aware of being met in this place, with the 
objection that no duty can be acceptable to God 
if performed with aa unholy heart, and that the 
very ploughing of the wicked is sin. But it may, 
with equal truth be said, we cannot offer an ac- 
ceptable prayer to God with av unholy heart, yet 
the man who nevei prays at all isin a far more 
hopeless condition. 

Now, Sir, from whatI have learned from ob- 
servation aud experience, aud from plain matters 
of fact new before you, together with scripture 
testimony, I must draw the conclusion that per- 
sons who are well disposed, although destitute of 
experimental religion; may, by being introduced 
into Sabbath Schools, as teachers, not only prove 
a blessing to others, but obtain that richest of all 
blessings for themselves a new heart and a right 
spirit. 

But, before I conclude, let me inguiye what 
would be the effect of establishing it as a rule, that 
no teacher should be permitted to labour with us 
but experimental Christians. The consequences 
would immediately be, that hundreds, yea thou- 
sands of children, who are now assembled every 
Sabbath, where they not only learn to read, but 
enjoy the privileges of religious instruction well 
adapted to their capacities, would be turned adrift 
into the high ways, lanes, and alleys, from whence 
they have been gathered ; there to profane the ho- 
ly Sabbath, and there to fall a helpless prey to the 
temptations of the devil, and his vile host of emis- 
saries, with which all our large cities more or less 
abound. Furthermore, if i were possible to 
counteract the gracious designs of God, sucha 
measure, it appears to me would do it; for you 
would deprive a numerous class of well disposed 
and well informed young people of the very 
means God sees fit to own, in a remarkable man- 
ner, to bring sinners to the knowledge and ac- 
knowledgment of the truth. ‘Take the word of 
life out of their hands, and tell them it is too holy 
for them to handle without a renewed heart, and if 
you do not retard your own progressto the king- 
dom of heaven, it is not your fault if you de not 
prevent others from entering in! and that by the 
very means which God hath owned and blessed to 
the benefit of thousands; besides, where are you 
to draw the line that is to separate the tares from 
the wheat, and how will you discriminate ? Man, 
it is true, may regard and determine by outward 
appearance and profession, but God looks at the 
heart. Letus take heed, therefore, lest in our zeal 





t@ root up the tares, we root up the wheat also. 
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But, if lam wot mistaken; it was asserted that by 
not admitting this class of persons as teachers, we 
should by no means retard or injure the cause of 
Sabbath schools ; but, if the principle were once es- 
tablished,'the church would arise in her majesty and 
strength and do the work alone. Amen, to this— 
may the whole visible church become one spiritual 
body, and every Sabbath school teacher its child. 
But, as an individual, I would wish my prudence 
ro go along with my zeal, and not to part with my 
present support until a better appears to take its 
place. For that reason I would say— First, bring 
forward your spiritual teachers, and as fast as they 
appear let them occupy a station, and you shall 
have my prayers that they may multiply and in- 
crease, until the whole family shall become one 
spiritual body fit for the Master’s use. 

I have now done, Sir, and have only to say in 
conclusion, May the day soon dawn when the 
healt of every teacker and every child shall be- 
come a meet temple for the residence of the Holy 
Spirit. But until that happy day arrive, may I 
never have a heart or an occasion to say to any 
teacher who is disposed to do good, depart hence! 
give place! thou hast no part or lot in this matter ! 
rather let me say to all such, come thou with us 
and ve will do thee good, for the Lord hath spok- 
en good concerning Israel. 


(To be concluded.) 
EO ______ —— - _ 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, Ocrtorer 15, 1825. 
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LETTER FROM DAVID BROWN. 


We embrace with pleasure, this opportunity to present 
our readers wtih a minute and interesting account of the 
Cherokee nation. It comes from head quarters, from the 
pen of our intelligent and respected friend, David Brown. 
If his devoted love of country could have warped his 
pen, his unquestioned piety and intelligence must secure 
beliefin his statements. The friends or the foes of these 
men who have derived their knowledge of them from the 
items of news, which have had to run the gauntlet of their 
southern enemies, or from the polluted specimens, who, 
sometimes stagger through our streets, have now an op- 
portunity of correcting their errors. The best informed, 
we believe, underrate their character and their advance- 
ment iv knowledge and civilization. 

And are these the poor outcasts on whom a summer's 
campaign of words of valor, has been expended? We 
now see the policy in our Georgia Governor of feigning 
madness—-a rational man would have been deemed a fool 
Could the evil spirits which- possess their civilized neigh- 
bors, be driven into these savages, we should not be sur- 
prised to see them, of their own accord, like the swine 
who were possessed of old, retiring headlong into the Mis- 
sissippi or Pacific. But such men we expect to see strug- 
gling to the Jast, as men struggle for their just rights, and 
for an existence, 


Willstown, Cherokee Nation, Sept. 2nd, 1825. 
To the Editor of the Family Visitor, 


Dear Sir,—In my last letter, from Creek 
Path, to you, | stated that there was some proba- 
bility of my retutning to Arkansas. I touched on 
the unhappy separation of the Cherokees into di- 
visions—on the improved condition of those on 








this side the Mississippi, in a moral, intellectual, 
and religious point of view—the evil consequen- 
ces that would follow in the event of their removal 
to the wild and inhospitable regions of the west— 
that unless physical strength should guide the 
measures of the United States’ government, the 
Cherokee title to this land will remain so long as 
the sun and moon endure—the slow progress I 
make in translating the New Testament, in con- 
sequence of the non-existence of a dictionary, or 
complete grammar, in Cherokee—the philological 
researches of one in the nation whose system of 
education had met with universal approbation. 

Allow me, dear sir, now the pleasure to fulfil the 
promise I made you, that I would pick up and 
send you what I had omitted. Recently 1 have 
been travelling a good deal in the nation, in order 
to regain my impaired health. My heavenly Sov- 
reign permitting, I expect to return to Arkansas in 
the month of October next. I have made a hasty 
translation of the four Gospels, which will require 
a close criticism. On my arrival at Dwight, I shall 
pursue this delightful work; and I hope that the 
day is not very distant, when the Cherokees, my 
brethren and kindred according to the flesh, shall 
read the words of eternal life in their own tongue. 
[ will here give you a faint picture of the Cherokee 
nation and its inhabitants, In the mean time, how- 
ever, it must be borne in mind, that it is the mass 
and common people that form the character of a 
nation, and not officers of government, nor the low- 
est grade of peasantry. 

The Cherokee nation, you know, is in about 35 
degrees north latitude ; bounded on the north and 
west by the State of Tennessee, on the south by 
Alabama, and on the east by Georgia and North 
Carolina. The precise quantity of land over which 
the Cherokees claim sovereignty, is not yet ascer- 
tained, and consequently I caimnot say: but this I 
can readily say, they have no more to spare. This 
country is well watered: abundant springs of pure 
water are found in every part. A range of majes- 
tic and lofty mountains stretch themselves across 
the nation. The northern part of the nation ts 
hilly and mountainous. Inthe southern and west- 
ern parts there are extensive fertile plains, cover- 
ed partly with tall trees, through which beautiful 
streams of water glide. These plains furnish im- 
mense pasturage; and numberless herds of cattle 
are dispersed over them. Horses are plenty, and 
are used for servile purposes. Numerous flocks 
of sheep, goats, and swine, cover the valleys and 
hills. On Tennessee, Ustavala, and Ganasagi 
rivers, Cherokee commerce floats. The climate 
is delicious and healthy; the winters are mild.— 
The spring clothes the ground with its richest 
scenery. Cherokee flowers of exquisite beauty 
and variegated hues meet and fascinate the eye in 
every direction. In the plains and valleys, the 
soil is generally rich ; producing indian corn, cot- 
ton, tobacco, wheat, oats, indigo, sweet and Irish 
potatoes. ‘The natives carry on considerable 
trade with the adjoining states; and some of them 
export cotton in boats down the Tennessee to the 
Mississippi, and down that river to New Orleans. 
Apple and peach orchards are quite common ; and 
gardens are cultivated and much attention paid to 
them. Butter and cheese are seen on Cherokee 
tables. There are many public roads in the na- 
tion, and houses of entertainment kept by natives. 
Numerous and flourishing villages are seen in ev- 
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ery section of the country. Cotton and woollen 
cloths are manufactured here. Blankets of vari- 
ous dimensions, manufactured by Cherokee hands 
are very common. Almost every faiily in the 
nation grows cotton for itsown consumption. In- 
dustry and commercial enterprise are extending 
themselves in every part. Nearly all the mer- 
chants in the nation are native Cherokees. Agri- 
cultural pursuits, the most solid foundation of our 
National prosperity, engage the chief attention of 
the people. Different branches in mechanics are 
pursued. The population is rapidly increasing. 
In the year 1819, an estimate was made of all the 
Cherokees 3 those on the west were estimated at 
5,000, and those on the east of Mississippi, at 
10,000 souls. The census of this division of the 
Cherokees has again been taken within the cur- 
rent year, and the returns are thus made; native 
citizens, 13,563; while men married in the nation, 
147; while women do. 73; African Slaves, 1277. 
If this summary of Cherokee population from the 
census, is correct, to say nothing of those of foreign 
extract, we find that in six years the increase has 
been 3,563 souls. If we judge the future by the 
past, to what number will the Cherokee popula- 
tion swellin 1850? How vain, then, to talk of 
Cherokee deterioration! 

White men in the nation enjoy all the immuni- 
ties and priviliges of the Cherokee people ; excep! 
that they are not eligible to public offices. In tire 
above computation of the present year, you per- 
ceive that there are some African slaves among us. 
They have been from time to time brought in and 
sold by white men; they are, however, generally 
well treated, and they much prefer living in the na- 
tion to a residence in the United States. There 
is hardly any intermixture of Cherokee and Afri 
can blood.—The presumption is, that the Chero- 
kees will, at no distant day, co-operate with the hu- 
mane efforts of those who are liberating and send 
ing this proscribed race to the land of their fathers. 
National pride, patriotism, anda spirit of indepen- 
dence, mark the Cherokee character. 

The Christian religion is the religion of the na- 
tiov. Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists and Mo- 
ravians are the most numerous sects. Some of the 
most influential characters are members of the 
church, and live consistently with their profession. 
The whole nation is penetrated with gratitude for 
the aid it has received fromthe United States gov- 
ernment and froin different religious Societies.— 
Schools are increasing every year ; learning is en- 
couraged and rewarded. The younger class ac- 
quire the English, and those of mature age the 
Cherokee system of learning. The female char- 
acter is elevated and duly respected. Indolence 
is discountenanced. Qur native language, in its 
philosophy, genius, and symphony, is inferior to 


_ few, if any in the world. Our relations with all 


nations savage, or civilized, are of the most friend- 
ly character. We are out of debt, and our public 
revenue is in a flourishing condition. Beside the 
amount arising from imports, a perpetual annuity 
is due from the United States, in consideration of 
lands ceded in former periods. Our system of 
government, founded on republican principles, by 
which justice is equally distributed, secures the 
respect of the people. Newtown, pleasantly situ- 
ated in the centre of the nation and at the junction 
of Ganasagi and Gusuwati, two beautiful streams, 
is the seat of government. The legislative power 
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is vested in, what is denominated jn the native di- 
alect, Tsalayi Tinilawigi, consisting of a national 
committee and council. Members of both branch- 
es are chosen by and. from the people for a limited 
period. In Newtown, a printing press is soon to 
be established ; also a National Library, and a 
Museum. Immense concourse of people frequent 
the seat of government when T'salagi Tinilawigi 
is in session, which takes place once a year. 
Nothing has excited so much interest, for many 
years past, as the unhappy fate of our friends and 
allies, the Creeks; and the whole nation deeply 
symmpathizes with them. The news of M’Intosh’s 
death gave universal satisfaction in the nation.— 
I say, satisfaction, the same that is felt when 
a dangerous rattlesnake is killed. M’Intosh 
was a notorious traitor, and made great efforts 
to overthrow our happy domains. His char- 
acter was well known here; treacherous deeds 
marked his steps. His intrigues and efforts 40 
blast our dearest hopes and interests, in a disgrace- 
ful manner, will not soon be forgoitten—his name 
will long live in the annals of Cherokee history— 
not as an honorable and patriotic statesman, but as 
a traitor to his country, the most despicable Creek 
that ever lived. ‘This is the language of every 
Cherokee and I am persuaded of every honorable 
man in the United States. Lnadeed none can for- 
bear to eye his character with contempt, and who 
is there in the whole Cherokee nation to mourn 
his tragical end? Notone. ButI have done, and 
have only room to promise you a letter from the 
banks of Arkansas, and respectfully to bid you fare- 


well. Yours truly, 
D. BROWN. 
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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

The sixteenth Annual Meeting of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
was held at Northampton, Mass. Sept. 21, 1825. 

The statement of Receipts, and Expenditures, 
during the past year, was as follows: 

Receipts 

In Donations, . - - - 
lu Legacies, . - - - 
Income of Permanent Fund, $2,333 53 
Deduct interest paid on money loaned, 443 83—1,88470 
Money refunded, 106 00 
Donations to the Permanent Fund, 1,056 00 
Donations to the Permanent Fund for 

Corresponding Secretary, 5,043 61 
Donations to the Permanent Fund for Treasurer, 874 63 
Donations to the Mission College in Ceylon, 702 12 


Total of receipts acknowledged in the Her.* $63,392 54 


$50,624 03 
3,101 45 


Expenditu res. 


The expenditures during the year ending 
Aug. 3ist, were, 

Balance, for which the Board was in debt, 
Aug. 31, 1824, 


$41,468 53 
14,275 65 


Total, $55,744 18 





* In addition to the above, there has been received, the 
past year, for the fund for the Prinung Establishment for 
Western Asia, $2,663 67. 

t By the above statement it will be perceived, that the 
amount, for which the Board was in debt, the last year, 
has been reduced to twenty-eight dollars. 

A more particular statement of the remy | concerns 
of the Board, will be published in the Annyal Repost 








§12 American Board of Missions. 


The Report of the Prudential Committee was 
then read and ordered to be printed. 

At two o’clock P. M. on the first day of the ses- 
sion, the Annual Sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Dr. Bares, from John viii. 32: And the 
Truth shall make you free. A copy of the Ser- 
mon was requested for publication. 

The following officers were chosen for the year 
ensuing. 

The Rev. Joseph Lyman, D. D. President, 

The Hon. John Cotton Smith, LL. D. V. Pr. 
The Rev. Calvin Chapin, D. D. Ree. Sec. 

The Hon, William Reed, 

The Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D. 
Jeremiah Evarts Esq. | 

The Hon. Samuel Hubbard, and 
The Rev. Warren Fay, 
Jeremiah Evarts Esq. Correspouding Secretary, 
Mr. Rufus Anderson, Assistant Secretary, 

Henry Hill, Exq. Treasurer, and 

Chester Adams, Exq. Auditor. ; 

The Rev. Epwarp D. Grirrinx, D. D. was 
chosen preacher for the next annial meeting 5 and 
the Rev. Lyman Bercuer, D. D. was chosen to 
preach in case of his fatinre. 

On the subject of salaries, it gave the Board 
great pleasure to be informed, that it had been ne- 
cessary 10 pay nothing, the past year, out of the 
General Treasury, for the support of the Corr, 
Sec. and that it was expected there would be no oc- 
casion, the coming year, for paying any thing out of 
the General Treasury, either for the support of the 
Corresponding Secretary, or the Treasurer. "This 
highly gratifying fact was owing tothe public spir- 
it and liberality of a few individuals residing clief- 
iv, though not altogether, in the city of Boston; 
who, being informed that the question of salarics 
had given rise to some uneasiness, to differcnt 
parts of the country, and believing that there was 
no just giound for the uneasiness, and that all oc 
casion should, if possible, be removed , generous!) 
undertook to raise, by private subscription, a som 
sufficient, with the interest of the funds already re- 
ceived forthat purpose, to pay the whole amount of 
compensation allowed to those officers, for five 
years to cone, 


| Prudential 
| Conmimnittee. 


During thetwo first dovs of its session, the Board were 
several times occupied in canvassing a proposition for its 
union with the United Foreign Missionary Society. The 
Commissioners from that Society, afier holding a confer- 
ence with a Commitice appointed to meet them, adduced 
before the Board, their reasons for thre proposed amalga- 
mation. 

They subsisted in the happy spirit of amity, which exists 
between the General Assembly, the Sywods, and the Or- 
thodox Associations of New FPoglandj;—in the similarity 
of the objects, principles and operations, of the two Soci- 
eties, and in the prevailing wish in the churches for their 
union. The friends of the respective societies listen to 
the preaching of the same Gospel; their respectivs 
missionaries preach the same to the heathen ; both derive 
aid from the same churches and individuals; and both 
feel, and the friends of both regret, the restraint which is 
imposed upon their divided operations, by the fear of col- 
lision and difficulty. 

After these statements, a committee was appointed to 
report the probable terms of a anion. 


“ Preliminary terms in contemplation of Union. 





[Ocr, 


be completed till aftér it shall have received the 
sanction of the highest judicatories in the Presby- 
terian Church and the Reformed Dutch Church, 
which cannot take place before the meeting of 
those Bodies in May next, the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreiga Missions on the one 
part, and the Commissioners of the United Foy- 
eign Missionary Society on the other part, agree 
to these five preliminary articles ; viz. 

“1. A document shall be issued jointly by the 
Prudential Committee of this Board, and by the 
Directors of the United Foreign Missionary Soci- 
ety, as soon as it can be convenieutly prepared, 
staring and explaining in what sense the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions is a 
National Institution ; how it is organized ; the rea- 
sons for hoping and believing, that this organiza- 
tion will continue to receive the confidence of the 
Christian community ; and the reasons which have 
had weight in promoting the conteniplated union, 

“2. During the interval, which must elapse be- 
iween the present time and May next, the Direc- 
tors of the United Foreign Missionary Society will 
make all practicable exertious to replenish its 
Treasury ; so that, should the proposed union take 
place, the engagements to be assumed by the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions may be as few and as small as possible. 

“3. The Directors of the United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society will correspond with the missiona- 
ries under its care, explaining to them the proposed 
union, aml advising them, if the measure should 
be adopted, to transfer their relation to the Ameri- 
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 

“4. The Directo:s of the United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society will direct the missionaries of the 
several stations, not to eter upou any new meas- 
es involving expense, and generally to practice 
the strictest economy, till the result of this propo- 
sed measure shall be known. 

“5. As the Directors of the United Foregn Mis- 
sionary Society contemplate sending an Agent to 
Visit the stations west of the Mississippi, the Pru- 
dential Committee wili, if practicable, send an 
Agent al-o, to accompany him, and ascertain, from 
personal inspection, the condition of these stations. 

* Permanent terms of Union.—The following 
principles are adopted as the basis of the proposed 
vupion, which priuciples, when consented to by the 
United Foreign Missionary Socicty, and the judi- 
catories above ref reed to, shall thenceforward be 
binding ou both Societies. 

“1. The Mi-sionarics now in the employment 
of the United Foreign Missionary Society shall, if 
their character and standing remain unimpeached, 
be received as missionaries of the Board: and, if 
any of them should be unwilling to enter into this 
new relation, they shall be at liberty to retire from 
the stations which they now occupy. 

“2, The property, of every kind, belonging to 
the United Foreign Missionary Society, whether 
at the missionary stations, or elsewhere, shall be 
transferred to tie American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, on the ratification of this 
union. 

“3. The American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions will assume al! the engagements 
of the United Foreign Missionary Society, as they 
shal} stand at the time of said ratification ; it being 
understood, however, that the fourth preliminary 
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«4. In the election of members according to the 
provisions of its charter; in the appointment of 
missionaries, occasional agents, and other func- 
tionaries; and im the administration of all its 
concerns ; the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions will eudeavor to merit the 
high character of a truly National institution, and 
to acquire and retain the affections and confidence 

of all classes of persons, who have heretofore aid- 
ed either of these societies, and of all others who 
may wish to promote the salvation of the heathev. 

“5. Asthe American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions has be retofore consisted, ™ith 
few exceptions, of persons beionging to the Pres- 
byterian, Reformed Duteh, and Congreg: ional 
Churches ; and as its national character will al- 
ways insure the election of a competent and satis 
factory number of persons from these religious 
communities, the Board wil! send to the General 
Assentbly of the Presbyterian Church, the Gener- 
al Synod of the Re formed Dutch Church, and the 
several General Associations inthe New England 
States, as many copies of its Annual Report, and 
other printed documents, as shail be sufficient to 
furnish each member of these Bodies with a copy ; 
not only as a token of respect, but that means of 
information may be afforded in regard to the ineas- 
ures of the Board and its missionaries, an] to any 
success, which God may graut to its exertions, 

“6§. The highest judica: ories of the Presbyteri- 
an Church and of the Reformed Dutch Church, 
will recommend the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, as a National Insti- 
tution, and entitled tothe warms support and effi- 
cient patronage of the churches ander their res- 
a7 te jurisdictions, 

. The periodical publication s of the Boaid 
shallPbe sent gratuitously to all socicties and indi 
viduals, now entitled to the periodical publications 
of the United Foreign Missionary Society; and, 
on the ratification of this unico, the Mossionary 
Herald shail take the place of the Missionary Re 
gister.” 

A :esolution having been submitted to the 
Board,—* That it is inexpedient to continue the 
Foreign Mission S: bool at Cornwall ;” a comnit- 
tee was appointed to report upon the same. 

The Report, after adverting to the history of the Insti- 
tution ; itsnoble origin and design ; the favorable auspices 
under which it was matured, and the good which 1 has 
since effected, rests with hesitation on the policy and com- 
parative advantage of continuing it. Aside of the inler- 
ent difficulties of the plan, a change of circumstances has 
taken place which alters the question of its expedie ney. 
Pupils have been educated in this school from the Sand- 
wich Islands, says the report, but these natives can now 
be better educated for the purposes of the Mission, at the 


_ Schools in those Islands, * Higher schools are contempla- 


ted in the Cherckee and Choctaw nations, to be support- 
el by the people themselves. 

Resolutions were then adopted, to appoint a Committee 
who should visit the school, examine its concerns, and 
report their result to the Prudential Committee, who 
should be authorised to act definitively on the subject. 

A mission in Afvica was recommended to the Pruden- 
tial Committee, “as soon as they shall find it practica- 
ble.” 

The Board, by a resolution, then “fully approved of 
the proposed establishment of a Mission College in the 
Island of Ceylon, as soon as the Prudential Committee 








Sandwich Islands. $13 


shall be able to obtain fauds, and make requisite arrange- 
ments,” 





SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

The interest excited among. this people after know!l- 
edge, is truly encouraging, and it appears to be constant- 
ly increasing. Ina letter from Mr. Stewart to the Cor- 
responding Secretary, dated Dec. 10, 1824, he says :-— 


In one of my communications Jast spring, 
speaking of the fresh excitements, whieh often sud- 
denly arise in the minds of the chiefs and people 
in favor of the palapala, and the objects of the mis- 
sion, I recollect comparing them to the successive 
ripples of a flowing tide, which, though followed 
by a corresponding recession, are constantly cov- 
ering new ground. The late war at Atooi produ- 
ane an unusuelly long ebb; but the current has 

gain set in, with a velocity and power that prom- 
ises a high spring tide ; and has already overflow- 
ed the boundaries of all that have preceded it. 

Ov my return fiom Woahoo, last week, I 
brought 200 spelling-books, as a supply for this 
station, and 500 more to be forwarded to Kiruah. 
Such, however, has been the importunity, with 
which they have been sought, that we bave felt it 
necessary to appropriate the whole number to this 
station. Upwards of 600 have alreads been dis- 
tributed to as many new scholars, aud the pros- 
pect is, that not one hundred of the thousand will 
be left in the depository at the close of the week. 
Most of the chiefs have erected neat and spacious 
school-rooms immediately adjoining their own 
houses, in which their people, including both the 
cultivators of their land, and their personal and 
household sefvants, dssembie regularly, three times 
a day, for instruction. Many of them have also 
sent teachers, with books, to their respertive dis- 
tricts, in different parts of the island: Indeed, 
such is the general enthusiasin, that could teach- 
ers and books, in sufficient number be provided, 
we doubt not, that inless than a fortnight from the 
preseat time, two thirds, at least, of the 20,000 be- 
ings supposed to inhabit Mowee, would be under 
daily tui‘ion in the elements of 1eading. 

One single fact discovered to day, is a most 
pleasing confirmation of the opinion, that every 
fresh impulse is productive of a progressive and 
permanent good, Among the chiefs who receiv- 
ed books, at thétime of a particular excitement 
last spring, there was one, to whom fve only were 
given. The same person applied for thirty to day. 


On being asked, who were to be the teachers of 


her people, she pointed to five young men, whom 
she represented as akamai roa (very skilful) in 
reading and ilaila (strong) in prayer. On taking 
their names, we found them to be the very individ- 
uals to whom we had given the spelling books, on- 
ly a few months since, and who at that tinre did 
not know a letter, and bad never prayed to the on- 
ly true God and Saviour Jesus Christ. The 
knowledge of such and similar incidents, which 
daily reach us, are exceedingly encouraging, and 
are a sweet assilrance that, i in due tune, we shall 
reap, if we faint not. It is a fact, that calls for de- 

vout acknowledgment and thanksgiving from us, 
and that [ doubt not will cheer and animate the 
hearts of our patrons and friends, that, in less thai 
one week, schools have been formed, at this single 
station, in which there are upwards of 600 new 
scholars; and that every schoo! has for its teacher 
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one, who is known to worship God in secret, and 
who opens and closes his school with prayer. 
The dispensations of Providence to this station 
have ever been most encuuraging and most kind. 


SYNOD OF GENESEE. 





The Synod of Genesee met in the village of Rochester, 
N. Y. on the 20th ult. 

The Religious Advocate contains the following sum- 
mary of the State of Religion. 


In the commencement of the narrative, the Sy- 
nod enumerate and deplore at some length, the 
moral evils which exist within their bounds, and 
which call for humiliation, fasting and prayer. 

Among the favourable things existing, they 
state—the increasing number of ministers, and 
houses for public worship —an increasing attention 
to the subject of Sabbath Schools, and other be- 
nevolent institutions of a religious character—and 
the prosperity of the Theological Seminary at 
Auburn.—On the subject of revivals of religion, it 
states, “The church in Pittsford has received an 
accession of 88 members, and more are expected 
to join. Sixty have been added to the church in 
Lockport, one hundred and thirteen to the church 
in Geneseo, twenty to that in Jamestown, and 
twenty to that of Buftalo—most of whom, it is be- 
lieved, have been born of the Spirit during the 
year.” More than four hundred and fifiy have 
been added to the churches, under the care of the 
Synod the present year. 

The ‘synod of Genesee, comprises the Presbyte- 
ries of Niagara, Genesee, Outario, Rochester and 
Buffalo, and has under its care 55 ministers and 
licentiates, and about 90 churches, all which are 
included in that part of this state, lying west of 
Canandaigua. 


Day of fasting, recommended by the Synod of 


Genesee. 


Tn view of the moral evils existing within the 
bounds of this Synod, as disclosed by the reports 
now received of the state of religion—the profana- 
tion of the Sabbath—neglect of public worship 
and ordinances—the prevalence of a worldly spir- 
it, and of indifference to the cause of Christian 
truth and prety—and in view of the urgent need 
of the Holy Spirit, the Synod bave recommended 
to all the ministers and congregations under their 
care, to observe the last Thursday of October as a 
day of humiliation, fasting and prayer. 

The Synod have recommended to the several 
churches, to make collections in various articles, 
for the benefit of indigent students at Auburn Sem- 
inary. 

The next Synod, will be held at the Presbyteri- 
an church in the village of Batavia, on the 3d 
Tuesday of September, 1826, at 2 o’clock P. M. 


REVIVALS IN THE WEST. 


We have just received a letter from Rev. Mr. Ew- 
ing, dated Cooper Co. Missouri, Aug. 6, 1825, 
stating that God has graciously remembered 
Zion in various parts of that state, and in the 
Territory of Arkansas, The following is an 
extract :— [Fum. Vis. 
There has been, recently a gracious outpouring 

efthe Holy Spirit in my neighbourhood, There 








[Ocrt. 


had, previously to last June, a considerable dead- 
ness prevailed among God’s people for several 
months—a few only, seemed to lay the state of 
Zion to heart—those few however, were incessant 
at the Throne of Grace—refusing to be comforted 
unless God would graciously work for the salva- 
tion of sinners. During a communion season 
which occasion continued four days and nights, 
the Lord, in his sovereign unmerited mercy an- 
swered the cries of his people. There were about 
twenty-six souls made a creditable profession of 
faith, and rejoiced in Christ Jesus. Many others 
were wounded to the heait, and God’s preachers 
and people much encouraged. But what is some- 
what singular and remarkable, in this work, is, 
that by far the greater part of the subjects were 
from eight to fificen years old. They were how- 
ever, the children of Godly parents, and they were 
early dedicated to God in the holy ordinance of 
Baptism—they were the subjects of many pray- 
ers offered by parents and the Church in the name 
of Jesus, and the God of Abraham remembered 
his covenant, he saw the mark of that covenant, 
he heard and graciously answered prayer. I am 
now acquainted with several Families whose whole 
households are professors of religion, and give 
good evidence that they are born of God. If re- 
ligious parents were less straitened in themselves, 
and had more faiih in the promising God of Abra- 
ham, and would look now, or so soon as their chil- 
dren are capable of discerning between good and 
evil, to» have their prayers, their hopes, &c. an- 
swered and realized, 1 doubt not, but we would 
oftner hear of whole families embracing the reli- 
gion of Jesus—and then indeed their houses would 
be little Bethels where God would delight to dwell 
—then it would be sweet work indeed, to bow 
around the family altar and offer morning «nd 
evening sacrifice in the name of our great high 
priest. 

God is working gloriously in various parts of 
this state, i.e. he is convicting and converting 
many precious souls, Alsoin Arkansas. A young 
Missionary who went from this neighnourhood to 
reside a few months in that Territory, writes to me 
under date, June 22d, thus—*I have attended 
some precious meetings in Missouri, for which Ll 
thank God, but there was one at which, were the 
most visible display of sovereign grace that ever I 
witnessed. Although there were but comparative- 
ly few people that attended the meeting, there 
were thirty-two professed to find Christ precious 
to their souls.” 


THE COLONY AT LIBERIA. 


Arrangements are making at Norfolk to des- 
patch a vessel to Liberia ; and about 100 colonists, 
principally from North Carolina, have already 
engaged. 

At a meeting of the Loudoun county Auxiliary 
Colonization Society, on the 12th inst. says the 
National Journal, Mr. Monroe, late President of 
the United States, was elected President of the 
Society. It was at the same meeting resolved, 
that the Society will unite with the Petersburg 
Society, and other Auxiliary Societies in Virginia, 
for the purpose of chartering a vessel, to carry to 
Liberia emigrants from Virginia. 

On Monday, the 6th of August, says the Win- 
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American Colonization Society, was formed in 
Kanawha county, when the following gentlemen 
were elected officers ;— 
Philip P. Thompson, Esq. President. 
Hon. Lewis Summers, Vice Presidents 
Joseph L. Fry, Esq. 
Joseph Lovell, Esq. Treasurer. 
Edward S. Eddy, Esq. Secretary. 

« A letter from Mr. Hodges, the United States 
Consul at the Cape de Verd Islands, to the Editor 
of the New-Bedford Mercury, states that it was 
very sickly at Sierra Leone, and that many of the 
Europeans were leaving. The American Colony 
at Cape Messurado was also said to be ina deplo- 
rable state; many of the Colonists sick, and Mr. 
Ashman, the Agent, dangerously ill of a fever.— 
Mr. W. H. Mortimer; of Philadelphia, died at 
Sierra Leone, June 14.” * 

We hope the above is either without foundation, 
or greatly exaggerated. 

The Treasurer of the Society in Washington, 
acknowledges the receipt of $2,045: 25 from the 
22d August to the 20th September, 1825. Of 
this sum, a considerable portion was collected on 
the 4th July ; and 1060 dollars were a loan from 
the Rev. William Meade, of Virginia, being part 
of the estate of his late sister, Miss Susan Meade, 
given to a charitable object. The donation of 
seeds by a gentleman in Baltimore, mentioned 
last week, is estimated at 2000 doilars. 

[Fam. Vis. 


COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


To the Benevolent People of New England. 


The Board of Managers of the American Coloni- 
zation Society have resolved to establish in Libe- 
ria, a school on the Lancasterian plan, and to in- 
struct their Agents to solicit funds for its support. 
In the vessel soon to sail for Liberia, they hope to 
send out a suitable person to take charge of this 
Institution. The importance of such an establish- 
ment to the cause in which the Society has embar- 
ked, will at once be seen. The benefits of the 
school will not be confined tothe Colony. Na- 
tive scholars will doubtless share in its privileges ; 
and as it is intended to be made, in due time, an 
Academical School, in which a thorough educa- 
tion may be obtained, there is reason to believe it 
will ultimately become a powerful iastrumeut in 
the great and good work of extending throughout 
Africa, the blessings of civilization, science apd re- 
ligion. 

The subscriber has undertaken to procure for 
this Institution a library. For this purpose he 
hereby solicits, from the good people of New-Eng- 
land, donations of any books they may be willing 


“to spare, suitable for such an establishment. Ele- 


mentary works, such as Spelling-books, Gram- 
mars, Arithmeticks, Geographies, §c. will at this 
time be peculiarly acceptable. Treatises on eve- 
ry branch of useful knowledge will be ultimately 
needed. Authors and book-sellers are particular- 
ly solicited to aid this object. Donations of books 
may be forwarded to Mr. Davip Hate, No. 31, 
Kilby-street, Boston; Rev. Leonard Bacon, New- 
Haven, (Conn.) Hon. William Pickering, Con- 
cord, N. H. Hon. Jeduthan Loomis, Montpelier, 
Vt. Rev. Dr. Payson, Portland, Me. 

Editors of Newspapers, and other periodical 
works in New-England, friendly to this object, are 















































respectively requested to give the above an inser- 
tion in their respective publications. 
C. Wricnrt, Agent for the 4. C.S. 
Montpelier, Sept. 22nd, 1825. 





HERESY. 


There is a species of heresy, which prevails 
among professing Christians, at the present day, 
to such an alarming degree, that it is not to be 
tolerated, no, not for an hour. It may be seen in 
every denomination, and among al! classes of 
Christians. It seems to have become, by common 
consent, and general usage, almost a settled prin- 
ciple. But it is not therefore less ruinous in its 
consequences, or less unlike the pure principles of 
our holy religion. It is, however, the more dan- 
gerous, and the more to be dreaded, which ren- 
ders its exposure the more neceessary. It is one 
which Dr. 'Tilloston has pronounced to be the worst 
of all heresies, a bad life. 

What avails an orthodox creed, when accompa- 
nied with heretical practices? What, though a 
man profess to believe all the truths of divine rev- 
elation, while he habitually lives in open violation 
ofthemall? Ishe therefore the better Christian ? 
May he not be justly accused of heresy? Yes, 
of that, which strikes a death blow at all he 
professes to believe. His life is a libel on his pro- 
fession. 

But alas, how common is this heresy ? Where 
is the Christian that has not embraced it—that 
does not exhibit a bad life? Some inone way, 
and some iy another—some to accomplish one 
object, and some another. They profess to be- 
lieve what is true, but actually perform what is 
wrong. Thus their belief, on which .they build 


their hopes, is correct : but their conduct, on which 


their destiny depends, is sinful. 

There are some professang Clhiristians, who be- 
long to the visible church of God—unite with the 
disciples of Christ in partaking of the symbols of 
his body and blood—and expect to join with them 
in the marriage supper of the Lamb; but never 
render the tribute of a grateful heart to him who 
died toredeem them. They live day after day, 
and week after week, without preferring a single 
petition to the benevolent Author of all their bles- 
sings. ‘They never pray in their closets, with thei: 
families, or in the social meeting. They are 
strangers to prayer, though they are the professors 
of religion, Is not this heresy ? 

There are others, who are daily living on the 
bounty ofa gracious Providence, but never bestow 
a favour on their suffering fellow-creatures. The 
hand of benevolence is never extended to relieve 
the miseries of those around. They indalge ip all 
the luxuries of life, unmindful of those who need 
its comforts. They flatter themselves with the 
expectation of enjoving the future rewards of 
heaven, while they make no exertions to extend 
the blessings of the gospel to those who are desti- 
mte of the means of grace, and ignorant of the 
way of salvation. They hope to be saved them- 
selves, but feel no interest in the salvation of oth- 
ers. How unlike the principles by which they 
profess to be actuated, is their conduct? And how 
sadly disappointed will they be, when their fond- 
est hopes are all blasted, and they weated as here- 
tics ? 

The heresy of these is merely negative. It cone 
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sists in leaving undone those things that they 
ought to have done. There are those however in 
whose conduct it is positive. Yes, there are pro- 
fessors of religion, whose every action is de- 
signed to secure some worldly good. Influenced 
by an avaricious spirit, some sacrifice every jist 
and honest principle in hepe of accumulating rich- 
es. Influenced by passion, sowe yiela to sensual 
indulgences. Urged on by ambition, others disre- 
gard the rights of their fellow-men, and strive to 
raise themselves ou their ruin. In these, the he- 
resy Consists in positive action—in doing what is 
known to be wrong. 

There are those, who instead of being govern- 
ed by a sacred regard to truth, give themselves a 
latitude, which can never be justified; and viewed 
in all its bearings, is litle less than downright 
falsehood. They assume the privilege of giving 
every subject a colouring to suit their own con- 
venience, and to promote their own ends. Indo 
ing this, they not unfrequently make the truth 
Jook almost like falsehood—and will well nigh 
eonvert a lie into truth, So much so, that they 
will deceive others, and forward their own desigus. 
This is so near lying, that it constitutes a part of 
the heresy of which we complain. 

There are also those, who froin an unwillingness 
to renounce all claim to the character of a ration- 
al being, will not suffer themselves to become 
completely intoxicated; but will set in company 
with those, who have no principle to restrain them, 
and encourage tiem to partake of the intoxicating 
cup. They will eveu provide the means, and urge 
them forward todronkeuness. And what is inore, 
stich society is of their own cliousing. They de- 
light in nothing more than the society of those 
who will eat, drink, aud be merry. It is to these 
scenes, that they look as the highest source of en- 
joyment; and it is in these, that they mingle with 
the greatest pleasure. Now, though they do not 
get drunk themselves, still they lead others into 
this sin, which lays a foundation for every other : 
For there is nothing too bad for the drunkard. All 
the tender sensibilities of his nature are dead—tils 
reason is gove—and he is prepared for any ceed 
of wickedness. The conduct of these noininal 
christians, is embraced in the heresy of a bad life. 

There are others still, who, governed in some 
measure by the principles of politeness, will not 
boldly blaspheme the name of the Most High ; but 
readily unite in all the fashionable exclamatious, 
so common in novels, romances, and the months 
of those who waste their time in reading them.— 
They would not perhaps wantonly profane the 
name of God; but in almost every sentence they 
will exclaim, “Good gracious! My gracious! 
Do for heaven’s sake!” ‘These, or some similar 
exclamations, constitute a large proportion of the 
language used by some professors of religion. Aud 
now, what inthe name of common sense, do they 
mean by all this? Do they mean to blaspheme 
the name of their Creator—to call on tae Eternal 
to witness every sentence they utter—or have they 
no definite meaning ? Probably they will say they 
have no evil design in the use of this language. 
But | apprehend, they will find, when called to 
render an account for every idle word, that it has 
more meaning than they now imagine. They 
will then see that it is nothing less than blasphemy. 
It now constitutes a part of a bad life, the prevail- 
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This heresy has spread far and wide, and been 
the cause of more moral evil than any, or all other, 
that has ever divided the church of God. It is 
embraced by a greater nuinber, and will require a 
greater effort to remove it. .@n error in practice 
is far worse, than an error in sentiment. Its in- 
fluence on the individual is worse, and its cunse- 
quences on society are worse. 

A speedy, united, and persevering effort, there. 
fore, should be made to expose aiid remove it, 
This must be done before the peace aud prospe- 
rity of the church can be permanently established, 
The practice of its wembers must correspond with 
the revealed truth they profess to believe—-the prin- 
ciples of the gospel—the precepts of heaven, 


(So. Intell.} CHRISTIAN SPY, 


ENGLISH ESTABLISHMENT AT PORT NATAL. 

As it is now contemplated to form an establish- 
ment on the African coast on a more extended 
plan than that of Messurado, or more properly, if 
this can be done, to enlarge that settlement, it may 
be necessary to staté some facts in regard to what 
lias already been done. It appears froma Lon- 
don paper, that Lieutenaut Farewell, of the En- 
glish Navy, and a swnall party have formed an es- 
tablishinewt at the third point Natal, commonly 
called Port Natal, which he has obiained by grant 
from the King of the eastern coast of Airica, com- 
prehending both the harbour and the surrounding 
territory. Tis he has fortified by two kraals on 
arising ground with the assistance of fifty Afri- 
cans. He has completed around this little settle- 
ment a wall of manure, earth, and clay, trenched 
without, on which four cannon have been mounted. 
The country around Port Natal is describ®d as 
beautiful without the necessity of any artificial aid 
to assist nature—nay, ihe eastern coast of Africa 
is almost paradisiacal—the foliage rich and green, 
grass thick, high and rich, interspersed with pictu- 
resque woods abounding with game ; climate salu- 
brious; noteven one of Lieutenant Farewell’s 
party was ever sick; and from the trial and ap- 
pearance of the soil, it proves adinivably adapted 
for the reception of all the vegetable productions 
of every part of the inhabitable globe. 

Lieutenant Farewell is, besides fortifying him- 
seli in his newly acquired territory, engaged in the 
ivory trade, in which he seems to have been very 
successful, Another enterprising young man by 
the name of Flinn, is forming another establish- 
ment about thirty miles from Point Natal, who 
has adopred the manners of the natives, smearing 
his body with oil, and is likewise engaged in the 
collection of ivory. The natives who inhabit the 
surrounding country, construct houses of bamboo 
and palm leaves, and the floors they cover with 
inats. 

There is a hutted city about two days’ walk 
fiom Lieutenant Farewell’s establishment, con- 
taining about thirteen thousand active young men, 
in a state of nudity—their instrument of offence 
is a simple spear, and of defence a shield; their 
houses are made in the shape of beehives, compo- 
sed of manure, clay, and eaith, which hardens by 
an exposure to the solar rays. 

The people are governed by a king, who in his 
royal humanity, allows of a plurality of wives in 
no case excepting his own; and to check the evils 





ing heresy. 





of an overgrown population, does not hesitate to 
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put the new born infants to death as soon as it 
way subserve his own royal will and pleasure. 

So extraordinary was the appearance of that 
noble animal, the horse, to Chaca and his tribe, 
that when Lieutenant Farewell first arrived 
among them, and Chaca saw the horse gallop, 
mounted, he offered and actually gave Lieutenant 
Farewell six live bullocks to gallop him again. 
He holds the anima! in the greatest terror and fear, 
por could he be reconciled to approach it. He 
has an abundance of bullocks, and to prevent their 
destruction, from the intrusion of the numerous 
quadrupeds, they are kraaled every night.” 

[Saturday Herald. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


2 good erample.—Mr. Ellis, the Missionary 
from the Sandwich Islands, visited a Sunday 
school in New-York, and iv addressing the chil- 
dren told them of the crueltics and idolatries prac- 
tised among them, and the good that had been done 
by missionary efforts, and especially by the esta- 
blishment of a Sabbath School; taking a compa- 
rative view of their privileges, and those of the 
scholars he was addressing. At the close of his 
address, some of the-scholars desi:ed that they 
might do something to promote so good a work ; 
and a collection was proposed by the teacher, and 
the following Sabbath fourteen dollars were given 
by the scholars for this interesting purpose. And 
the following letter was written by a scholar to 
forward with their humble offvring :— 

Beloved Strangers.—1 was much gratified to 
hear there was a Sabbath School established 
among you, that you may learn to “worship the 
living and true God.” I have attended a Sabbath 
school since | was five years old, aud this was the 
first place where [ learnt to know I was a sinner in 
the sight of God; and I trust I was brought to the 
feet of Jesus when I was eight years old. [| felt 
that there was a reality in religion that [ could not 
express, but which all who feel a Saviour’s love, 
will know. May many who attend them know 
this love by happy experience. I hope you will 
be thankful to your teachers for their care and at- 
tention—attend to what your teachers tell you--- 
seek the Lord early---for he hath said, * They 
that seek me early shall find me.” That many 
souls may be converted aud bronugiit to God, is the 
sincere prayer of your friend. ELtza S—-. 

(Amer. S. S. Mag. 
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Diep,—ln this city on the 7th inst. Mr. Elijah Thomp- 
son, aged 74. 
In the 66th year of her age, on the evening of the Sab- 
»bath, 19th inst. Mrs. Elizabeih Lines, widow of the late 
Ezra Lines, of this city. Mrs. Lines had been for many 
years a member of the church of Christ; and uniformly 
adorned her christian profession. She was diligent in 
business ; fervent in spirit; active in doing good; and in 
a high degree censistent and exemplary in all the rela- 
tious, duties, and trials of life. She was very anxious, 
tender, and attentive asa mother ; very sincere, and affec- 
tionate as a friend; ever ready to fecl for the sick, afflicted, 
and distressed; and prompt to minister to their support, 
consolation, and relief. She rendered herself very useful ; 
was greatly beloved and esteemed by her acquaintance ; 
and deeply lamented in her death. “ Biessed are the 
dead that die in the Lord; they rest from their labors, and 
their works do fullow them !” How sweet their memory ' 
On the llth inst. Elizabeth Barnes, aged 82. It is of 





no consequence to her now, that sie was poor and ob-- 
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scure through life. Her walk and conversation, indica- 
ted that she had secured a treasure in heaven ; ow the full 
possession of which, it is believed, she has now entered ; 
and which she will enjoy with increasing holiness and fe- 
licity, forever. How infinitely preferable is piety, to affiu- 
ence, honor, and fame! 

At Newburg, N. ¥. on the 26th alt. Rev. Joshua Spal- 
ding, aged 65. 

At Hartford, Jonathan Bull, Esq. 79 ; Capt. Frederick 
Aadross, 71, a native of Plaintieid. 

At Berlin, on the 26th ult. Mis. Cloe Smith, relict of 
Mr. Elnathan Smith, 80; Mr. Anson Smith, of New- 
York, while on a visit to his parents, 35. 

At Middictown, Miss ———~ White, 16, daughter of 
Mr. John White; Mr. David Edwards, 67; Mr. Ezekiel 
Jones, 32; Moss Luly Graves, 19, eldest dauvhter of the 

At Essex boroug!,, on the 2d inst. Samuel J. Tripp, 28. 
late Rev. Josiah Graves. 

At Durham, Mrs. Sally Lyman, 42, wife of Mr. George 
Lyman. 

At Haddam, Mrs. Anama Bailey, 61, wife of Mr. Chris- 
topher Bailey. 

At Lyme, on the 15th ult. Miss Eliza Warner, 22, only 
daughter of Selden Warner, Esq.—Her mother, sister, 
and a brother have died within the last three montiis. 

At Manchester, on the 24th ult. while on a visit to her 
friends, Mrs. ‘Tirza Wells, 49, wife of Mr. Oliver Wells of 
the sinte of Ohio, formerly of Hartford. 

At New-Hartford, on the 26th ult. Mr. Richard Lee, 32. 

At Saybrook, on the 2d inst. Mrs. Maria Hill, aged 16, 
wife of Mr. Wm. Hill. 

At Porto Cabello, in August last, Capt. Isaac P. Haw- 
lev, of the Marine Corps of Colombia, aged about 28 
years. He was the son of Col. Hawley, of Fairfield Co. 
His relatives who may wish for further information res- 
pecting his effects, &c. &c. are referred to Capt. Caleb 
Brintnall, of this city. 

At Fredericksburg, U. C. on the 13th inst. the Rey. 
Darius Durham, aged 63. 

At Woodbridge, on the 29th ult. Abner Bradley, 77. 

At Alexandria, Dr. Elisha C. Dick, 72, one of the phy- 
sicians, whe atleaded General Washington in his last mo- 
ments, 

Found dead, in the town of Fairfield, Stratfield.parish, 
on Sunday, 26th ult. a transient person, supposed to be 
James Thayer, aged about 35. 

At Brookfield, on the 25th, ult. Mr. 4dmos Hubbel, aged 
35. In the death of this man, the church as well as his 
family and near friends have experienced a heavy loss.— 
He was dedicated to God by baptisin in his infancy, aud in 
his youthful days taught the rudiments of the christian re- 
ligion. Naturally possessed of a reflecting mind, and se- 
date temperament, he became as it is believed a subject of 
renewing grace in the year 1816, and united with the vis- 
ible church soon afier. He was attacked about the mid- 
die of the month with the typhus fever. During his sick- 
ness he manifested great resignation to the will of God.-- 
His spiritual guide visited, and took leave of him on 
Thursday afew days previous to his death, and on part 
ing he said to his Minister, ** God bless you.” On the 
day following, his disease was more violent and alarniing, 
but there was a settled peace within, which the world can 
never give. tle observed either on this, or the following 
day, that it was the pleasantest he ever saw. “ All is 
clear and glorious tn prospect.” On waking from a short 
slumber, he expressed himself in the following words :— 
* Glory to God im the highest Hallelujah, Amen, 
Amen, Amen.” Thus, in the triumphs of faith, did this 
child of God leave a world of sin and suffering ; assured 
that to live was Christ, but to die was gain ; aud notwwith- 
standing the affection which he bore to his endeared part- 
ner, and the children which God had given him, he could 
leave them with confidence in the hands of Him who has 
said, “ [| will be a Father to the fatherless, and the wid- 
ows God,” at the same time, desiring to depart and to be 
with Christ. ‘his, as well as every instance of mort@ily, 
speaks a language not to be misunderstood! It says to 
Chris¥ans, “ Work while the day lasts, for the night of 
death cometh wherein no man can work.” To graceless 
sinners itsays, “Prepare to meet thy God. Your days 
are speeding with rapidity, and soon the last will come.— 
Death, Judgment, and Eternity, will meet you, and prepa- 
ed or unprepared, you must stand before the bar of that 
Saviour whom you have neglected, and despised. To ail 
it says, “* Watch therefore, for ve know not the day, nor 
the hour when the Sou of man cometh.’ — Commanicated. 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 





The following satire may seem severe, but it contains 
nothing but what grows out of the doctrine of Universal- 


ism. We are pleased with the originality of the Poetry. 
Mr. Epiror, 
The spirit of the times, rejects 
The thought that bigotry infects 
Your study—that you file by sects 
Your Correspondents list— 
Thus l've presumed. If I've mistook, 
Just hitch this upon yonder hook, 
Until your pages fain can brook 
An Universalist. 
Our \and is not a livery-stable, 
Thank heav'n! where Parliaments are able 
To harness conscience !—or a cable 
For thought of power to twist! 
But ‘tis a rock by Freedom reared ; 
Where kings are laughed at, rights revered— 
Where man can speak, print, hear, be heared, 
Tho’ Universalist ! 


Religion, in her mazes busy, 
I'd follow'd ull my head grew dizzy, 
Then swore, as I do now, “ it isa 
Foul mass of doubt and mist. 
All orthodox, her votaries 
Rua counter !—her creeds compared are lies !”’ 
So I became, praised be the skies! 
An Universalist. 


That sect so liberal! creed so neat! 

Why, Sir, one can his bible treat 

Fen as he would his harvest wheat! 
(His miller is his priest.) 

Just ting it into 7 eason’s hopper, 

Bolt out whate’er you deem improper,— 

Fie, Sir, “ earth's million creeds” Ld swap for 
The Universalist! 


While text tormenting priests would brace 
Against one halt the human race, 
The door of merey—doundless grace 
To portion out insist : 
Whose sou! with love to man dilates— 
Who ope’s alike kind Heaven's gates 
To murderers, martyrs, priests, pirates ? 
The Universalist. 


The Papist sins at great expense : 
The Churchman, would he leap the fence 
Of duty, must pay in peniience ; 
The Turk in wars enlist. 
No policy his purse to drain, 
His will to curb, his eyes to strain, 
No rule, no laws, or plague or paia 
The Universalist! 


W hat sect for ‘* dignity” can vie 
With this, that lifts vile dust so high ?— 
A mandate issued “ thou shalt die !” 

From Heav'n. With high poised fist, 
Who answer'd “ thou shalt vot !’—What rival 
Spirit confronts his God with level 
Glance ?—The Devil. Who is the Devil ? 

An Universalist. 


Poetry—The Universalist.—Illustration of Scripture.— To-day. 
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Away theu with your false pretences— 
Raze duty’s landmarks, conscience’s fences— 
Curtail your taxes and expenses— 
Dismiss your lazy priests! 
Your bible, till it suits you, alter— 
Pursue your passions’ Gad. nor falter 
For damning doctrines, whip, nor halter— 
You're Universalists ! 
Middletown, Oct. 1825. Z. 
—s. RT cA TE Pa EES 
The Treasurer of the Connecticut Education Society, 
received the following sums during the month of Septent- 
ber, viz.: 


Of Deac. Elijah Talcott, Ex’r. of Miss Betsey Pratt, 











Cash, 595 
3 sets tea-spoons, 14 00 
13 1-2 yds. of tow cloth, 2 93 
1 table cloth, 1 67 


—— 2455 

Of Fem. Benev. Soc. Guilford, by Miss H. 
Burgis, Treasurer, 23 00 

Of Rev. Samuel Merwin, collected, at the 
Monthly Concert, New-Haven, 8 8: 


) 
Of 12 Ladies of Hartford, by T. Day Esq. 60 00 
Of Rev. Samuel Merwin, contributed after 


the Annual Sermon, 25 78 
Of Mrs. Lydia Hale, Ex’x. of David Hale, Esq. 50 00 


Of the Lydian Soc. New Canaan, by Mrs. 
S. Bonny, 30 60 
Of the Fem. Ed. Soc. Hartford, by Mrs. E. 
Wadsworth, Treasurer, 88 51 
$310 69 
S. Twuisine, Tr. 


ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE. 

The effect of the moonlight on the eyes in this country 
(Egypt) is singularly injurious ; the natives tell you, as I 
found they also afte: wards did in Arabia, always to cover 
your eyes when you sleep in the openair. It is rather 
strange, that that passage in the Psalms, “ the sun shall 
not strike thee by day, nor the moon by night,” shou!d not 
have been thus illustrated, as the allusion seems direct. 
The moon, here, really strikes and affects the sight, when 
you sleep exposed to it, much more than the sun, a fact of 
which | had a very unpleasant proof one night, and took 
care to guard against afterwards. Indeed, the sight of a 
person who sleeps with his face exposed at night, would 
soon be utterly impaired or destroyed. 

{ Letters fromthe Easé 


THE LOVE OF CHRIST. 





Oct. 1, 1825. 








The love of Christ constrains believers ; it so binds ane 
animates them, that they yield to all the influences whick 
this divine Saviour is pleased to impart to them. It brings 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ ; 
it makes them servants to righteousness: it says to this 
man, ‘* Come,” and he cometh ; and to another, “ Go,’ 
and he goeth. Lecen. 


—_—_—_—_——=~=—=—_i_ Os” se 
NOTICE. 

Those of our subscribers who wish to avail themselves 
of paying only the advance price, are requested to remit 
the amount without any further delay. Those who stil! 
owe for previous volumes, are urged by all the considera- 
tions of broken Banks, and pressing creditors, to setile 
their accounts. 

The return of the members of Yale College, will afford 
a good opportunity to agents and others, in some places to 
make remittances. 
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